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Far back in the days of the fathers of yore
Came a Bible from over the tide,
- it fell into the hands of one honest of heart
Its fruitage shall ever abide.

‘The one who e’er watches and fosters His word,
Kept vigil and guard through the years,

And in His good pleasure He brought forth the yield,
As the grass in the Springtime appears.

“The roots of this purpose were deep in the soul,
E'er up through the surface it came;

Hach step in its progress the Master controlled,
And gave it the seal of his name.

A church built of clapboards of humble design
Was the place where his people convened :

‘Divorced from all fashion and gaudy attire,
They worshipped with consciences clean.

"The dews of high heaven rewarded their faith,
Their prayers to the Master were heatd,
Till scores were converted, brought into the fold,
God’s seal on the truth of his word.
. Mive times grew the building too close and confined,
To cover the Army of God ;
Five times were the borders of Zion enlarged
So prospered the implanted word,
The music of Heaven is gladdened to-day,
By those in yonder bright throng
“Who ascended to glory the chorus to swell,
Having learned here below the glad song.
Exhorters and leaders o'er the battlements lean,
And wait for others to come, 2
A thin veil divides us, the family down here,
From the family now waiting at home.
“To those thus ascended and those who still wait,
To go at the Master’'s command,
“This booklet of history I now dedicate,
.And send it breadcast through the land. C.B.S




CHAPTER I
General Statement,
Nestling like a peaceful water fowl on the bosom of the deep e

the strip of land known as Tangier Island, near the northern boungd-
ary of Old Virginia,

This Island was so named by Capt. John Smith, who on his Srst

trip up the Chesapeake in 1607 was reminded, when first he saw i

of the island bearing that name off the northern coast of Africa.

On the east side of this historic strip of yland, lie the waters of the
Tangier Sound, a body of water from six to twelve miles in bre.ﬁd%,,.,
and about thirty in length, a veritable treasure house for those whose.

skilled hands know how to take the gifts of a benevolent Providence
from its bosom and bottom.

On the west, north and south spreads one of the most Pepulax:
““inland seas’’ in the United States, the Chesapealke Bay.

Along the south shore line of Tangier Island is as fine

a sand:
beach, as those who like to lave with

saline surf need wish to find;

with shallew water stretching for about half a mile out toward the

deep blue ship channel into which it drops well nigh perpendiculariy,

trom about four feet at low water to seventeen fathoms, Where thiz

deep water of the bay meets the tide of Tangier Sound at the hend

land known in{local parlance as Tangier Spit, which is almost as mmwels.
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-dreaded, and, to many has proved as fatal as the ‘‘Reefs of Norman'’s ,
Woe.”’ 4  .

The Island is not more than five miles from tip to tip, north and

tants, of which there are but two colored residents cne of these having"

been reared a slave in Kentucky and escaping from his master fought

| for the union and came here at the end of tke civil strife and took up.
L g T A his home. The other, a native _of North Carolina, came here as a
place, ‘not more than one-third of its surface is upland, the rest being l W il
‘marsh on which cattle graze, and over which may be heard on pleas- p
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W. B. L. Bonneville, 8now Hill, Md., Contractor and Builder
of Tangier M. E. Church. ;

3@,‘ -ant evenings in the spring the cheerful call of the marsh hen as she
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‘signals a tryst to her lover. These birds, were it not for truant hands

bl / ‘that spoil their nests for the sake of the eggs, would soon get to be

b very plentitul, as I understand it to be a crime in the sight of the law I
| #o shoot, or otherwise kill nne, j
| j There are living on this Island about twelve hundred inhabi-
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