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Far back in the days of the fathers of yore

Came a Bible troa over the tide,
{t fell into the hands of one honest of heart;

Its fruitage shall ever abide.
'The one who e,er watches and fosters His wotd,

Kept vigil and guartl through the years,

"dnd in His good pleasure He brought forth the yield,
As the grass in the Springtirue appears.

''The toots of this purpose were deep in the soul,
D'er up through the surface it came;

.Each step in its progress the lVtaster controlled,
.dnd gave it the seal of his name.

A church built of clapboards of humble design
Was the place where his people convened ;,Divorced Irora all fashioa and gaudy attire,
They worshipped with conscieaces clean.

"The dews of high heaven rewarded their faitb,
Their prayers to the Master were heard,

Till scoses were corverted, brought into the fold,
God's seal on the truth of his word.

)F'ive times grew the building too ciose and.confiued,
To cover the Army of God;

,8ive times were the borders of Zioa enlarged,
So prospered the implanted word,

lfhe music of ltreaven is gladdened to-day,
By those in yonder bright throng

'Who ascended to glory the chorus to swell,
L{aviag learaed here below the glad song.

,lExhorters and leaders o,er the battlements lean,

J\ thin veil divides us, the family dowa here,
From the family now waiting at home.

"fo those thus ascended and those who still wait,
To go ^at the Master's commaud.,

.ffhis booklet of history ,I aoqr dedicate,
.6.ud send it broadcast through tire lautl. C. p. S.
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BRIIF IIISTORY OF TAI{GIER ISI,AI{D. lltr"-

CHAPTER I
Genenl Statement,

Nestlirg like a peaceful water fowl on the bosom of the .eep nies.
the strip of trand knorvn as Tangier rslaud, near the northera bousr,&
ary of Oirl Virginia.

This Island was so irs.med by Capt. John Smith, who on his fr;st
trip up the chesapeake in 1607 was reminded, wheu first he sa.,+v ri,t
of the island bearing that name offthe northern coast of AIrica"

o, the east side of this historic strip of land, 1ie the waters of Ltr,n
Tangier sound, a boay of water from six to twelve miles in breadt*,.
and about thirty in length, a veritabre treasure house for those v*rr,o*r:
skilled h;rnds kaow how to take the gifts of a trenevolent providen*r.
Iroru its bosorn ancl bottom.

On t.1e u,est, north and south spreads one of the rnr,st pc1.ruln::i
'.inlantl scas', il the Ilniteri States, the Chesapeake Bay.

"\lorrgl 
thc so,trr s;rrnre 1i*e of 'fangier Isla,tr ,s as; Irrrs a $z::lririir

beacrr' as trlosc'l''. 'rir<e to rir"ve rvitrr sali,c srrrf ,e<r, urisrr to fir:ld:r
with shallow rvatcr stt'c:tclrirrg lrrr itlx,lt 

'alf ^ nrile orrt toward ttl**
deep irlue shi, r:ir.nncl irrt. u,'iclr il. rlro,s wcil rrigh ,erp,rrlicrrl:hrl1/.,
lrour aborrt four feet at lor'v water to sevc,tcclr latrro,rs, where th.[s;
deep water of the bay meets ,re tirle of 'farrgier sorr,cl at the he*&
land known inllocal parlance as Tangier Spit, which is almost as rnum:*r 

"
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l-r BRTEF. HTSTORV qr TANGTER. rSr,AND.

I auts, of which there are but t',r'o colored residents cne of these having-

lrcerr reared-a slave in Kentucky and e3caping from his master fought I
for the union and came here at the end of tte civil strife and took up.

lris home. TIre other, a aative of North Carolina, came here as a

lrired hand ofl an oyster boat several years ago, and, finding the place.,
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BRIEF }IISfORf OF TANGIER ISLAND. 4

.dreaded, and, to manyhas proved as fatal as the,,Reefs oI Norman,s
'Woe. "

The Islantl is not more than five ruiles lrom tip to tip, florth anct
south, ror much exceeding three-fourths of a mile in width at auy
place, 'not more than one-third of its surface is uplaud, the rest being
:narsh on r,vhich cattle'graze, aud over wliich may be heard on pleas-

1

w B' L' Bounev'lf'31,:x,# 
i[:sla,1;',frnactot and Bu,der

'ant evenings ir the spring the cheerful call of the marsh hen as she
,signals a tryst to her lover. These trirds, were it uot for truautlanils
'that spoil their nests for the sake of the eggs, rvould .soon get to be
very plentilul, as r uncerstand it to be a crirue iu the sight ofthelaw
'to shoot, or otherwise kill nne.

There are living on this Island about twelve huadred iuhabi_
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coilgenial, has continued to make his home peaceably and peacelully

among its conteuted citizeus. If all coloretl people wereas these are,

,the race question would soon settle itself.

Perhaps there cannot be found a locality on the earth, where 1200

-people are grouped in close proximity with no civil officer save

,a magistrate in their midst, (for they do not so uruch as have a per-

,manent constable) lvhe::e as litt1e imrnorality is seen as .is here

witnessed. The writer iras not heard the name of the Deity taken pro-

'fanely by arr inhabitant of the place in two years, though as pastor
'his duties catrl him into every nook and corfler at almost all times of

the night and day.

A fair speciruen of rvhat might be proclucecl on a large scale in
,all the Christian worid if the church of Jesus would stand ready with
one hand to dispense the gospel to all n-ho would accept and respect

it, and with the other to use the grip of the law for the maintainance

of good order against an5', who u,ould dare disturb the peace of the

public. A

Within the reurernbrance ol tlie majority of the inhabitants, a

Xiquor saloon has rrever l/een ilble to u-xist, even though for the greater

part of the tirue, ancl at this tirrre, such :ur evil is law{ul.

A I,aw aud Orrler leaguc ruaintairrs a detective by the month

who brings all offenders pronrlrtly to jrrstice.

When in 1896 the courts grantecl the right of franchise as to
whether or not it shoultl be lawful to sell intoxicating liquc,r in Ac-

'comac Ccunty, the rote of Tangier Islaud saved the county the curse

of a licensed grog shop for trvo years; and u'hen the vote was taken

again in 1898, though the county was lost to Prohibition yet out of

.i BRIEF }IISTORY OF TANGIER ISLAND"

ii,r(,orle hundred and fifty votes cast on this Island only five were for

I r, ,'!rsc.

ItistowritethehistoryoftheMethcdistEpiscopalChurch
rnr()l-rg this people, rvhere that church has had fu1l sway for about

,,n,,.rerrty-flve years; and .where it has shown the results of the practice

C' P' Swain, Pilstor II' E' Church, Taugier' Va'

r.rf the truths taggirt and inlofced by its discipline in the lile of its in-

<trividuals and community, that we now set ourselves'

The woof and warp ol the history of this people is so closely re-

lated to the history of the church that to do justice to the matter in

haudwefintlitnecessarytothreadourwaythroughthefairl5lwell
authenticated narrative of itr; civil progress as told by its oldest in-

6
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habitants as they have kept it by tradition from the fathers down tio.
the present' Forenro-st anlor.rg r.hose aiding in the gathering of thex.e-
facts is Ca1;t. Thorrras Crockctl, a rnau of good mind aird r:emory.rt seems that this isletof the bay renrained in the posession of sroii-
tude or perhaps of the Red }{an, (as there are urany evirleuces of tfteir-

J,. II..lloehrn, Snow IIill, lVIrl., l)iiiltrr iirrrl clrrcorarorof M.. Ir). Olrrrrr:lr, ,l,ulrgir,r, 
Vu.

having been here) till rrlrorrt ilrtr yeirr r(t(,(t, r,,lrcu rLrre,Mr. .lA./estcalerie.

ftou the mainland ancl Prrrclrirscrl it for ,,two t>vrrco.rts.,, Somey**rrs,
later Mr. West sold a part of it to ore J.lr, Crrci<t.tt, saicl to haveft,rr.en'
near oI kin to the famous l)avy Crockett, o{ I.crrnes;riee.

This 1!rr. crockett's children giew up ancl,.,rarriecl and perpet**rt*,f,r

I 3RIEF IIISTORY OF TANGIER.ISLAND'

the name so thoroughly that now, after zboyeats have elapsetl' nearly

one-third of the inhabitants bear that uame'

AMr'Wattswhosenameisperpetuatedbyasmallislandwithin

,sight of Tangier, a little to the southeast, had the honor of being the

first to seek to educate and enlighten the people in letters. The only

books he had were a prayer book and Psalter'

It't7z5,whi1e Mr' Thomas Crockett was enghged in catching the

finny tribe, which were so abuudant in the waters adjacent, a vessel,

i think from England, 1ay to, withir hailing distance of the fisherman

anrl after having secured some of hiS fish, in exchange for other com-

modities, obtained his services as pilot and entered Tangier harbor,

r,r,lrere a ship rides as safely in the land locked waters as if she lay in

the cradle from which she was sent to her aqueous domain'

For this service Capt. Beverly gave Mr. Crockett a Bible, which

was destinecl to shape the course and ruould the history of this Islanil

f,ura.ll time, and to roll up its quota in grand results "when the ro11

is called up youder. " From this time the history of the Island is the

history of the rise and growth of Christianity and its developuren t

ureder tfoe auspices of the Methodist Episcopal Cburch.
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CHAPTER II.
, Pr epatatoty Events.

In that year which, more than any other, seems related to Ameri_
cau liberties and institutions, r776, in an humble and uuknown !.ome,
a little boy saw the light of day, who, though a child of obscurity, and
doomed to remain uncultivated, as the world counts culture, was des-
tined to so revolutionize the lives ol men, not only here but in many
other places,as to fasten his name oa the tablets of loving and grate-
ful hearts while time shall rast. Joshua Thomas, fanriliarly known as

"'The Parson of the Islands, ,, was born in Accomac County, Va. , and
while yet a very small boy was left fatherless and brought by his
widowed mother to reside on Tangier Island.

Mrs. Thouras married again, and Joshua,s step-father, one Mr.
Pruitt, who because of financial reverses, took to driuk, ard led. our
hero a dark road, till pruitt found his end by being capsized in the
Souud. Joshua was then given to a Mr. Tyleron Smith,s Islau4[, who
it is said, raised him in the fear of Gocl as best he knew.

Whea the boygrew to ruanhood he took a wife on Snrith,s Island,
and with his helpmete returned to Tangier, built a snrall house, aud
settled dowu to the quiet, easy life of the place.

Haviug a strong religious instinct he early begau to urge upon the
people to make some public coufessiou of their creator, antl in 1g04,
wheu about 28, although not-yet acquaiuted with the experimental

11 BRrEl" HrsroRY oF TANGTER ISLAND'

facts of the"new birth" called the people together on the Sabbath for

public worship. This consisteil in singing' reading the prayer book

aud Bible, after which the people made public confessions of their

,sins, one to another, and offered thanks to God for the abi<ling evi-

dences oi Divine favor'

This is where the history of the church, as that word signifies the

congregating to worship Gorl, begins' But one makiug so sincere

and honest an effort to find and please God was not to be left to groire

*'ith only half ot the great truths of God antl his pla;r of human re-

demption in Christ Jestis' Therefore in r8o7' as if sert of Goil' three

vessels dropped anchor off the Island one bright day in August and

.asked for a pil..rt into Pungoteague creek' 'Ihese vessels were found

to be loaded with m:n, women and childreu on their way to a Metho-

dist camp meetiug' and were joined by several from Tangier' aolcng

others, Joshua Thomas. At thecamp ground many flew and wonder-

ful sights and events greeted the sturdy Islander' nottheleast among

these was the preaching by Rev' Lorenzo Dow' The fiery words of

this excentric man of God got hold on Mr' Thomas'heart and greatly

quickened his desire to kuow more of God'

Soou after returoing from this meetiug the future "Parson of the

Islands " visited another camp held in a woods in Annamessex' near to

the uow busy town kuown as Crisfield' Md' Here the good w<;rk

hegun in Virginia was gloriously culminated in the conversion o[ tlrc

soulofJoshuaThomastoalifeoftnostwouiterfulfaithinalttllrt,',r,..t
with God.

Soon he began to publish "what the Lord hacl tlone li'r ltil :"'rrl'

to every one whom he met' Retutniug to hig Islrrrrrl lt,ttt'' lt' 'rtr

nouucedapfayerueetiuglortheeveuingatMr'.I.lrtrlrttttr(.tr,rllr|1.,,
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ous prayer 
",", n,ur.u ,;ffi;";ffT:j::rst extemporaue..

This 6rst rneetiug was crowned witn tne n,nrouu, of God whichwas given unrler the Diviue Seal ofthe ,,r
image or chrisr,, tror two souls. ; .JJjIXHH:,^:,::
seuted by this ardent child of God soon ol
by the people; nearly all were converted 

ltained universal acceptance

the church of God; aud these seeds so .,r11,""::o 
then:selves with

estly accepted havr
clairn to be au ,ou, 

to"'"ed to grow, ,rJ:TIrl,;J:t :': :::";
raith iu ."u.. *".u'l: ;: ::f;jffi:;;.",."r 

ror tnis o*0,"' *o*"
The porver of Mr. Thomas was rrol felt here alone, but at Smitli,sIsland, Holland,s fsland, over on the main

There are tro." *ro l]:; ^;,..: ::" 
-'1" in Dorchester ccurty, Md. _

the people o, o,_ ,,;;;;il::: :":::,,rr-ver 
and how ire swayed

by those *tro *tto"r.."a 1-:"::- ::a 
as.thev have hearcl it rehearsed

De'aware wh", h" i"l; HiTIr:1::T::.H:a"H::
was so notoriously v;,ickerl that it r,va,s callerl
the influence of this rnau who walkerl 

^r. ,",ti::J:l;;X:,H:lr:
r,vas robbed of tjris part of his dortrinion, arr<l $re name was soltened to
L""] 

'": aud the people ever since hzrvc been

Some time in trgOi

of sac,ed songs ever kl.I-l lt:":s 
brought to Ta,git r the first book

impraured ,o; 
""J,,""::j:J:ff.:;_ l":, 

spirit orsong t&at was

tinues to roI in great *r"*:;;"^::: "**nward ancl it still cop-

a host ",*.;;;"r]i-;,.:;::T1'J,;"".;: TH *::week's toil has beeq rluit!1+ and whosl i;"r, ,. ,";;;r:"r:,

I il lr'hIlir; rrlst't'orry ()tf TAN(;ttlIt t$I.ANI)

rvill ft:cl thc lrurtlcu lilted and see lightbrcaking iu when on the Sab-

l,rtlr he cnters the house of God here amid the gtrad volume of shout

rur(l soug that rolls up from both young ard old, children ol a few

ycirrs, and rnen and women of gray hairs. 
,

'fhcre is ,ro restrictionby formorstiffness of fashiou about it, but

;r Iurrruonious response to.the inspited appeal, "O come, let us sing

rr rr to the I,ord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our,salvation ! "
Thrrs, step by step, as well fitted in as if a written schedule had

l,t.r'rr l<nown to exist, an A11 Wise Providence was arranging to plant

rlt'cply and strongly the standard ofthe cross here which has been as

f;rithful a beacon to shipwrecked souls as are the light houseson the

lrca<l lands about here to meu who sail theseas.
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CHAPTER III.

"God's Fimt Temples.'
There was at the time of the introduction'of the Methodist Episco-

pal Church on the Island in the year of 1807, through the conversiou

ard labors of the Rev. Joshua Thomas, a fine grove of pines on

the beautiful beach skirting the southern end cf the land containing

twerrty-four large trees, some, in the words of one who has attended

worship under their boughs, "as large as a barrel. " To a people in-

clined to wcrship God, and having no house for the purpose, it was a

very inviting place for public services. Especially would this be a

natural step to those whose knorvledge of experimental piety had been

obtained through the irstrumentality ofthose converted by means of

meetings in a s,rods. Anil who is there who would not delight to

dvve1l Ior a while where the "wild waves roar" and hold communion with

bim who "measureth the waters in the hollow of his hand l " In the

srlrnnl--r of 18011, Revs. Seyurcre and Lee came to the Island with a cau-

vas tent anrl ht'kl a rrreeting on the ground that was to become famous.

as the placc to which ruany point rvith joy, and say "there is where I
found the lrord. t' I have heard within the last few years the exper-

iences ot those who referred tr> Taugier Eeach as the place whqe more

than 60 years before they were converted to God.

There is a good old sister norv living or tne Island known as

"Aunt Betsy Dize,""who, though halting feebly to the grave at the

L5 BRIEF HISTORY OF TANGIER ISLAND,

age of 88, will tell you with smiliug face that "about 70 years ago I
was converted on Tangier Beach."

From 1808 these nreetings were held with increased power till
1857 with the exceptiou of 1812-1814, iuclusive when the peace of tfie

community was disturbed by the second war with Great Britain. It
seems that this island was made a place of rentlezvous by the British

. Zaclrariah Orockett. Jr,, Iixh,rrrer for 'I'rrngier M" E. Ohurch,
Died January 12, 1878. 

,h

forces which succeeded in entering the Capes of Virginia.

There were, it is said, iu 1814, 12,000 troops on the islattrl tt ,trr'

time, but be it said to their credit, there are no traditions 1.'rl;111[ rrl

wilful tleptedations committed by them upon persor-l or lrropt:r't,y.

They used the camp ground, as a tenting grove, lrttl iiprr,r',1 llr,'

treeswhenrequestedtodosobyJoshuaThorrtts.'l'ltt't'ltrl,,tr'rr'rl llr'r'i'
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who were then living tell how they had heard'tbeir firthers say that
the army would drink every well dry, tiut that the captains wo,lcl
have their men march in single file between corn rows sooner than de-

stroy growrng crops.

It would be a pleasant thing to read in history that General RoSs

had been so nrindful of rrghts and proprieties when he entered wash-
ington. But in war, no less thau in peace, actious are graded accord-
iag to the virtue of the heart and the strength of the head.

'ft was while the army was bivoucked here, preparatory to seeking
to capture Fort Henry, on the patapsco, and entering Baltimore, that
the Rev. Joshua Thomas preached his prophetic sermon to His Majesl.,_

ty's troops, and with characteristic plainess told therr they could never
capture Baltimore, and the bones fhat rnay be lound even yet bleach-

ing on the beach as well as the brass buttons bearing the British coat
of arms that '"r'ash out ol the sand, relics of those who were brought
back frorn that engagement ancl buried, bear evidence to the truthful-
uess ofthe rural, but fearless preacher of the times.

Many are the interesting narratives of this camp ground which
are still fresh in the minds of men and women, some of which r have
gathered from Librant Thomas, Thomas crockett ,,Aunt Betsy Dize'"
and others.

The fame of this camp grouncr was carried far and aear by those
who attended, aud preachers from Bostoa to Norfolk have spokea the
words of life to waiting multitudes, aud of such lastiag character were
their labors that even their words aud mauuers are repeated and de-
scribed vividly by those of today.

FatherTaylor, of the Seamen,s Bethel, of Bostou, once preaehed
to a multitude ol sturdy but houest hearted watermea who huug upoa

a7 BRIEF ITISTORY OF TANGIER ISLAND.

his words iu some part as those did who heard our Lord teach by the

sea-side.

At this time the Rev. Mr. Spry, whose remains an'ait the last

trumpet in the burying ground at Onancock, was preacher in charge

of the caarp.

Yarious preachers who had charge of the canrp are remembered

Rev. Charles Hill, Pastor of Tangier, in the Carrp Meeting Days.

amoxg whom is the Rev. James Massey, who is spoken of as the man

who had loug sitte whiskers, and, by the way, llr. lVlassey is the Erst

preacher of which the writer has any vivid recollections, when in 18611

he preacheil the funeral of Wm. James Fisher, a sor of Isaac Fisher,

near Briclgeville, Del., who fell as lieutenant in the great battle of

Gettysburg. Mr. Massey, iu passing amoflg the people, came to nry



lit(il,:r,ll[i1.()tav ()r|t.,1 N(;tt.ti rl,r,,1 Nt) I:i

l'()tllcl irr wlrosc:rrrrrs I u'i'rs,trd srro'k l,erry trrc Ir:rrrrr 1rr.rr..,(:i1l*,
a ble,ssing upon me which I betrieve in some way has done nre good.

The Rev. Charles Hill is called one of the great preachers of the.
Camp N{eetings.

At o re of the meerings held where the Rev. Vaughan Srnith was
pastor, afrer several troats from Norfolk, Va., had dropped anchor

Rev" Joshua Thornas, The parson of the Islauds.
in the harbor' one saturday afternoon, a tar, strangery dressed rnara
was noticed. on the beach, taking very close, yet appareufly indifferent
notice of all that was going on. Some thought he was an old farmer,
as he wcre a straw hat which sold for. twelve and one-half cents.
Some thought he was a L,eggar seeking alms. Inquiry was made and
it was learned that the stra;rge ffian was ,,Father }fersey,, who had
eorne from Norfolk and who was to be the preacher on the following

l1' lili l l,,lr lil:i't'()ttv ()t|l'i\N(: t t,:tt ISLANI).

lirrlrlrrttlt. Intctest ran high as the patriardhal ruan menifested more

rurrl nurre tlre f:rct tltat he was no ordi[ary personage. By the time

tlrt: Irorrr blew for preathing next day every seat was occupied. As

the new preacher arose to aflnouuce his text all eyes were set upoa

friur. Ilis text was Psal. toe:z,6, "Help me O Loril my God." A
rrr:ru who was there and whose memory is stil1 good says that in some

1['. F. Corkran, I). D., P. E. Salisbury District from 11t91-1)7.

rvays the sermon more than eclualed any ever heard before or sittcr.

'The preacher denounced the sin of pride and depicted the rrrirr wlriclr

q,as being wrought thereby. One preacher in the pulpit wttri (lrr'riri('(l

finely, wearing a satin vest, to hirn he turned anrl witlr lrirt l.rrlt lrt

dex finger poiuted at the vest anil saying "atrtl lrrirl,'1,',' 11'; rrr,rl
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tight ir the pulpit" he passed his hand the length of the preacher's

bosom who by this time was bathed in tears. The man of God left
.aext day and the audience followed him to the shore rveeping as did

The late Rev. James A. Brindle, Died April 6tb, 1894. Pastor
of Tangier in the Circuit Days.

the eIderc of Ephesus rvhen Paul took his leave of them to go to

Jerusalem.

At one time when the carnp was in charge of either Smith or

James Massey (testimony is divided as to rvhich) a mob was formed

at Gilford, Va., for the pur1,e5s of breaking up the camp and killiug
the preacher against whom they had sworn veugeance for having de-

2l BRrEF rrrsToRY oF TANGTER rsriaND'

clared to them that they had no right to make goods and chattels of

human beiugs.

This motr was led by a rough character known as "Crept" Taylor'

By some means used of God the people were made aware of the com-

ing of the mob aucl prepared to meet it when the time should come'

The mob larrded and marching up the beach to the music of an

o1d drum, sang, "we are a baod of free mel1' a part of the Guilford

W. H. H' Crockett, Exhorter for 'langier M' E' Chr'rrr:h'

I)rorvned FebruarY 20' 1896'

Click. " The flre stands were kickerl over and then Llrcl' rt'r'ttl irtl'r

the pulpit and began to sing and dance" This was zrs lltt ;rr; llr' 1' " 'tr l' l

go and not be molested; the learlerof God's hosts llrrr"t lir' ;'ti'rrtrl .l

alarm by crying "turn out!" auil a band of rlottt:rl"(('rr:' rtt' t-r" 'l'

i'eatetL and banished the devils corvards as 1, llt'rl't llt' rtt 1'rrrr1' rttr"

mud holes and creeks to escape the gerrtct'l llrt r"l""1 ll!I I - 't::

of thern leceived, not oue on the cantlr tcclir'' rl ilt ltrilr lrl"" "" +-!' li
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CHAPTER IV.

Chutch Building.

"Gather my saints together unto me.'' From the seeils plaflted

irr r8o7 at the fitst prayer meeting held in ttre residence of Mr' John

'Crockett, the work increased and bore fruit titrl in LB25 we find there

rvcre eighteen heads of families members of the church' Even at that

(irne, however, there was uo house set apart for public worship; but

the services were helit in the homes of the people. One Sabbath in

one, and the next in another, till a1l had been used for divine worShip'

'Ihus each home was made a house of ptayet'

At a revival heltl in 1829, John Thomas' the son of Joshua' was

.converted and being greatly giftetl in singing proved a gteat help in

the work of the church. When he aud othrrs were in Baltimore and

other places they attendedchurch, an i soon saw that to facilitate the

public wotship of God, ahouse set apart to thatpurpose and deilicated

to his glory was necessary. Witb this idea the questiou of building

was agitated for some time, but the nuruber of families being small

it seemed to them like a great untlertakiog, however, in rB35 it was

decitled to "rise up and build"' Iu this undertaklng the people were

greatty encouraged by Revs. Cosuey, Taylor aud Roach of the ruain

land, This first house was 18x18 with, as I am informed' terr fect

,corner posts. The lumber tor its construction was purchasctl at the

IIRTEF HrsroRy orr TANGTER rsLANr). Zz

The Carup Meetings were broken up by the sarue spirit that has
'continued tili today to render the modern camp worsethan useless,_
the spirit of trafic and Sabbath desecration. There were rever any
privileges sold, nor was ever any traffc engaged in try the natives,
but others from abroad brought tleir wares heie for sale, from a water'rnelon to a boat, and even whiskey was smugglerl in, and, as is always
the case, where it gets in sense gets out, and trouble was constantly
beiug caused' professedly to set this aside and contror the place one
Mr. Poulson, of Accornack, went to Richmond antl secured the right to
tle beach which, up to this time, was vacant rand, and built a large
boarding house with thirty-five r.oours right on the 

".rrp *roo*"
This put a stop to the camp meetings on the beach. This house was
a dead weight on Mr. p,s hands, the waves as if angry at this inova-
tion began to encroach upon the place until every vestige of the place,
pines and all, has been carried into the bay, and the spot so sacred
to rnany hearts is two hundred yards out in the water. Thus has
God kept uuholy hands from despoiling the place trom which so many
prayers had gone up and to which so ruany whose names are written
in the "Lamb's Book of Life', may point as the scene where they
were made ,,heirs ot God and joiut heirs v;ith Christ.,,
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head of the bay and was white pine. The weather boardlng was otre
inch thick prrt on crapboard fashioJ aud some of the boards were
eighteen inches wide' This was undressed aud furl of knots some of
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which afterward fell out leaving great holes in the outside rvalls. This

house was ceiled with the same kind of plank, and hatl rorvs of
pegs put in for the purpose ofhanging up thehats of the worshipers.

The pulpit was boxed in and ihe seats were made of rough board with-
out tracks. The ground on which to erect this church was given by

Mr. Henry Crockett and the house was named Lees'Bethel out of
grateful remembrance tothe Rev. Mr. I,ee, who with others had orig-

inated the Camp l\feeting on the beach, and through whom God had

so wonderfully blessed the people.

The leaders of this valient regiruent of God's army at the time o{

building this first house were John Crockett and John Thomas. Olrl

FatherJoshua Thomas had moved froru the Island prior to this t;rrrt'

to rnake his holre at Deal's Island, Md., and to fill his place, a gt>'11'5

and zealous man, Mr. Zaclnariah Crockett, Senior,was made exhot-tt r ,

a filan of great earnestness, who commanded the lcsl)('r'l

and love of all about him. As the wofk increased it was thought 1,,'r,l

to strengthen the working force and Mr. George Pruitt, son of Joslrrr,,

Thomas's step, father, was given license to exhort. IIe anrl lir"

Crockett pulted together as true yoke fellows in the gospel'

The hours for worship were much the saure as they 'rl(' tr.\\"

namely, Sunday morning antl night with prayer nreeting ott 'l'lr tt t r;,1, r 1

evening.

This church which is flow ol1e of the best orgturiz-t^rl iio|i|l t, til

the bounds of the wilmington conference was cvclr llr|rr l,,rr,l ,,1 ,1,,

iug things with proper order and system' Thcy lrrlrrr'''rl' rr llI rrr'

saviour taught, ,,To every man his work," ltr.tlr'r' llr, 1'r11 | .1;r,1rr "lr

Henry Crockett aod Dauiel Dize to letrl llrc rtirr;'irrpi r" I' r'l t
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flot to monopolize, tor all took part then as they d<i aow from the pul-
pit to the door.

For several years they had uo stove in the church or any other

convenience for fire, but about the year r8-1o, one Capt. Scott, a col-

Rev. J. A. B. Wilson, D. D., by whose eforts Tangier Island
became a station.

ored man, who frequeutly came ashore to attend services, gave them
a wood burniy.

About this tiure a local preacher, Rev. Mr. Cosuey came oa the
Island to conduct a revival which was so successful that the people

atteuding were more than could be accommodated iu the rgxrg house

aud it was evident that a larger fuilding must be had, though it was

oaly five years since the first oxe was erected. The mistake which

27 BRIEF IIISTORY OF TANGIER ISI,AND"

'is so often ma<le, these people fell into, that of buil'ling a church to

fit ptesent needs onl-v. There rreeds to be faith in God and the future

gro',vth of his church, a liheral spirit and unselfish prepara-

,tions for the firture in the minds of those who lay the foundations of

a house of r.r'orship.

The preaching which was done for this people was by the preach-

ers which preaclied at Onancock, Va', which was a part of a very large

circuit, judging from an inscription in a Bible now in the possessiorr

.of Librandt I{. Thomas and which was bought in 1845 by capt. Jolttr

Thomas, of Rev. Mr. I\toddux, then pastor of Onancock, which' :rt'

cording to the inscription, was a part of Georgetowtt, De1', circuil'

In rE,1z, oq,ing to encouragement antl aid by the Rev' Mr' Taylor '

.a larger church was resolvecl upon.

I.lre house was to be zzxz6 the same mistake being ntittl,.'llr;rl

*'as made in the first, that of building too smal1, Cap' Severrt ()t.'r' li

.ett was placetl at the head of affairs ancl he looked after prrrclr;r:;trr1'

the material for the building' The contract was awardcd ttt .rtr I\lt

Elias D. Joynes. The name of the old house was retaine<l lry lltr rr''*'

.one ifl memor'y' ot those who had labored to plant the goo'l irt'r rl:' "l
truth in iormer years.

This second structufe was lormerly detlicateil [o tlrt'Ittyrrr rrl

.GodbytheRev.Mr.Mullin.Itisduethetrrrt]rt'tll;t;tt..llr'rll|i,

church at this time received great aud very subst:trrtirrl .rr,l lr'.ril ll,.

captains who had beeu brought to these watcrri (lottt [']r tr 'r "t l' 'r! l

Ner,r' $ngland to buy oysters, of wlrich tlclirir'rr:r ltt'trrt Ilr' r' "
'Sne obtainablehere as anywhere in the worl'l 'l'1" "' "" rr lil ' ir; ==

io their vocation generally, were g(lll( llrllri ,rrr'l l, ll'trrl

!'oremostamongthose rvhoscgltt' t'rtt't:rt'l lr r r' 'l I ' " ! '= !!'
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was one Capt. Willet. In rg4o there were ouly tweaty-one familieson the island, and about one hundred and five iuhabitauts. Thepopulatiou thea and now, fifty-eight years after, affords some very iu_teresting suggestions, There are now two hundred and ten familiesand trvelve hundred people, a gain of one thoushnd per cent. in families.

Rev. f. G. Fosnocht, pastor oI ,langiur 
Island, 1gg2.

ard about twelve hundred per cent. in population. This is all the more,reruarkabre when it is remembered ,rat in 1866 Asiatic cholera almostdepopulated the Island, ashigh as five adults
and in 1gg{J srrall pox did great destruc,ro, u,'''o" 

dead at one time,

same rate ror nrty-eigrtyears more rhere r,,,T:i::[T:il;llr5
farnilies and fourteen thousaud four huudred iuhabitauts, several,things however, contributed to this increase _r";;;;:;ilil *

2ll BRrEF Hrs?oRy oF. TaNGTER rsLAND.

,conspire in the future. The lead,itrg cause was the opening up of the
great oyster industry and the emigration which set iu.

In answer to the praS,ers of God's people a great revival of religioa
came coutinuing in greater or iess degree from the years 1g49_1g60
making it very flecessary to secure a largei house of worsbip. And
in 1860 an addition was put to the church ruaking it z2x}4which on
'extri. occasions was nruch too smail. The people scemed slow to find
out that God wanted them to build a hbuse, the dimersionsof which
were not garrged by the immediate present needs.

About the tirne this larger house was t,eady for use a stop
was put to church activity by the breakiug out of the rebeilion,
which prevented our preachers from coming to the charge. Be it said
however,t. the credit of this people, that a Secession banner never
n'a'edover:t; it never woutd consent to go out of the Union. No
corfederate soldierever went from it, ard uo uuion sordier as to that.
I have been told that a slave was never held by any body living on it.
The uniou gunboats ray arouud it for protection all the time and the
men got passes through the lines to arry place they wished to visit
and it is the verdict of the people that more money was made here
during tbe years of the war than at any other time.

The war cloud was parted at last and the sound of the dove was
heard as the precurser ofpeace. In 1g66 or 62, Rev. T. L. Thompkin_
son aud Levin P. Causey were Senior andJuniorpteachers in the order
aamed and as they broke the sileace b)r the sound of the gospel, glad
hearts aacl souls broke forth into audibre praise to God for his re-
r:remberance of them.

The little rest {rorr activities was aot caused by a rack of rife, but
s'as srmply a restraint to pent up forces which broke out in greater

i
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power at the first glarl chance and the fires of grace which, as the
fireman on a ship would say, had been banked through the long night
of the civil strife leaped into flame at the first puffof divine favor

atrd, if possible, ex:eeded all its former development, till. under the

Rev. James Connor, Pastor Tangier M. E. Church 1889.921

administration of Rev. James Carroll, who is still an honored cham*

pion of truth in the ranks of r ur Conference, in the years t87o-7r, it
was determined to discord the old church with its many enlargemeuts^
and to build oiie entirely new.

This new ehurch was built on a piece of ground purchased of Mr..

John C. Crockett antl deeded to the trustees of the M. E. Church in
fee simple, to be held or, if the occasion should arise to reader it
necessary, disposed of for the benefit of the Meth,onlist Cburch orl

31 BRIEF IIISTORY OF TANGIER ISLAND.

Tangier Island. The church was constructed 36x5o and was built by

Mr. R. Ross, Pocomoke City, Mtl. Its entire cost vras atrout $z4oo,

at the deilication Bishops Ames and Haveu officiateil, greatly to the

delight and etlification ofall coocerned.

The entire bill was provided for andl the house passed over by the.

trustees to the service of Almighty God without incumbrance. The

serflons, yea, evefl the texts of these eminent men are yet in the

minds of some of those who heard them. The pastor at the time of-

building, Rev. James Carroll, is still spokeu o{ in connection with

the beautiful new h5,rmus which he used to teach the people. I have

heard some of the best men here, and especially Capt. W. H. H.

Crockett, whose voice was hushed to silence for all time by the

waters ofTangier Sound, Feb. zo, 1895, say that Bro. Carroll was used

of God in their salvation.
To those active in buirdiug and paying for this last uamed church

there seemed no probability that it would everbe too small for all pur*

poses. It was indeed a large house when compared with the one

built just thirty-five years belore which coverecl only three hundred

and twenty {our square feet while this one occupied eighteen hunilreci

a growth in capacity of more than five hunclred per cert, But no

human eye car tell how much the church of Gorl will increase under

a reign ol diviue grace, aud uothing car rbstrict it so long as human

hearts are yielded to IIis cofltrol. In r89o, just twenty years a(ter

this house was completed, during the pastorate of Rev. James Connor,.

the voice of God was heard by those who caa hear the voice of cir-

eumstaaces saying "The place is too strait for me; give place to me

that I may dwell. " This crowded conditiotl was the result of a great

revival which broke out among the people while the pastot was abserrt
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and which continued till about one hundred and fitty professerl faith
in Christ. The Rev. A. J. Dolbo, of Wilmington., assisted in this
good work, and many yet refer to this earuest laborer with a feeling
of appreciation and his picture may be seeu orr the walls ol mauy of
the homes where live those whom he influenced for good.

The people with their pastor heard the call to ealarge the wails
of the house of God aud ia response spent somewhere..:lear ten hun-
dred dollars in building an additiou to the house of rg7o, making it
36x62 with recess pulpit, Mr. Sidney Marshaf of Crisfield, Mr. Henry
Melson and others did trre work while the deft hauds of Mr. samuer
r,awson of the sanre place, beautified the walls with frescoe woik.

The whole compret'ed, the mbre spacious house was rededicated
Jree ol debt in Aug. rg9o, the pastor being assisted by Rev. Drs. C.
W. Prettyman and T. E. Martindale now pastor at Salisbury, aud
Presi<iing Elder of Salisbury District, in the order aamed.

Thus have we passed from sta l.e to stage through a petiod of filty
five years of church building and improvlng, since a mere handful of
people who had room to spare in a building of three huadred and twen-
ty-four square feet increased in spite of wars and pestirence t,r they
'are able to more than crowd a house whose capacity has been aug-
mented more than seven fold.

Well might the people have exclaimed ,,Hitherto the Lord has
helped us. "

IIIt]}iTT IIIS'TORY OF 'TANGIER ISLAND

CHAPTER \"
Lead o{ The Spirtt.

"Ancl the Irorrl alone did lead him.,, The reader has doubtless
noticed that prior to each enlargement of tbe housc of God on the
'islaud there has been a great revivai of rcligion, or, rather a great
rwakening of the unsaved ancl a consequent increase in ch urch attend -

ance and the discovery ol the fact that more room .*.as flecessary.

This seerus to have been the v,ay in which God h.as pointeC to the
duty of preparing church facilities equal to :he nr<ils of the poprr-

lation. I might remark tliat there js no churcit organization

here, save the }lethodist Ilpiscopal, and so Long as the cburch
building is uot adequate to accorumodat( evcry rirau \\.4rudr and chi!d
it is equal to saying to a1tr above the seating capacity of the hcnse,

"you nray stay out till we get serverl and then if you slip iu first you
rnay have a chance to worship God irr the sanctuary." Thisrl,as ap_

parent to the writer very soon after his appointru=nt to t.his charge at

the Conference session in Smyrna, Del., r895, and grcu mol.e m::stcr
:ful of his convictions till the work of building a house comrnensrirate

with all requireurents was eveutually begun.

For many years no text has been ruore constantly in orrr ininds

than "I,ead me, oh Lord; in t^ry righteousness,,,and with tliis nen,

conviction resting and growing upon our mind for nearly t\1,o J,eirrs
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l'r'f.r'r:'brir.rg rrxfrressed to auy one we tried to keep our ear turned to-
,r,rrrrl Corl {.tr i:,Li5t bidding which rnight be given. On JuIy rr, rg96,
.r r,t,ord rlroppcri in our ear by one who was not supposed to be anxious
rlr.ut thc chirrch to a,y great degree seemed to be the a.rdible.
i',rice of ai: inward impulse, afld that night, SaturCay night, we de-
l.rmined to rolithe burcleu of respousibility whichrne felt to tre on us
.,{}-on other shoulders, or at least to have others to carf,y a part of it,
llrerefore on the mcrrow, Jttiy rz, we named the ulatter and without
,rr.gumert appointed the first Sabbath in Septem.ber as the day on
r,,rhich we would vote on thc matfer.

The day came and the rnajority voted against building, that
rright we felt very much relievetl and retired with a sense of
rcstfuluess pos-sessing us; for we felt that either we had been tiistaken
.r, that ifnot, otherconsciences than ours uroukl ,ow have the matter
;rr lylsgfts v/if[.

But it rvas uot to be thus sct aside on the unthinklng actiorr of
,ilen when it touched so vitally the interests of the cause of religious
. Lfogress.

One Sabbath evening, after trying to preach Christ to tlic people,

and having extended an iuvitation to sinners to come to I{imL, f was
suddenly moved as by a voice about me, but it was u,ithin rrre, to an_

nounce a revival rneeting to begin with the 1ast evenirg of the year
r'l'hich was then several weeks off. This anuouncen:ent so ;rr-rcL de-
parted froru the usual custom of the people, who had rever had a re_

vival meeting in the *inter, that it was a rnatter of commcnt of all
kinds. Some Said it was uselesS, others that it might work rr,.:11, and
others, taking the wiser course resolved to pray for Goti,s spirit to
rest upon the effort, the day, or the night appointed caurr:, ;irrcl the
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fireeting' began with no extracrdinary proruise, and coetiuued firr

.abcut t-wo r.r'eeks alrrost barren of visitrle results; but dor'r'a deep in

the soul and heart of the cor:rrrurrity the great proll'lem was heixg

.solved, the problerr. of Christ, or Satan as I\faster, by tho.re x'ho were

Rev. Ltruis E. Barrett, D. D., Pastor oI 'Iangier Island 1830.81.

then avonerfly in the service of the l:rtter"

One Sabbath everring, rvhen the br:r.iet of souls .hrC 1ir:clme op-

pi'essive to Zion,stout, stroflgrnen left their scats a.rtl lrreelr'd. at the

altar for prayer and f,or prayirrg, 1u11 fifty ot the:ir, the tirlt dirl not

abate ti11 more than tq,o hundred u,ere convetted to Christ, lnany of

whom, sad as the fact is, fel1 away, but many still tolr! on the 
"'ery

strerrgth and hope of the church in the future"

Now others began to feel what they, by a urere ""4:te haC takerr

36
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frorr my shoulders, the need of a lar$er and rnore comrrr;dio',rs liouse

for the worshipping of God.

Those who had either votetl it down or were indifferent at the

first came lorward and urged theneed back upon us, co-ordinate rvith

this came again the inward voice "make room f.:r me that l may

dwe11. " The congregations packed every availabie inch of tke old

Iiouse and even then haif of the prop6l;11i6r were unhouse,l for divine

service. On being retrrrnerl frorrt (lol(i:rent:e lot the third year I
found a letter arrong the mail .:,i,v:ritiiig; me froin 1\Ir, W" B. Ir.

Bonneville, Snow Hil1, Md., askirrg to lre cr-'nsir1e1".ri1 as a cnrrlidate

for the contract of building a- ne,,v rltirrr-:tri <;u 'l'ang'.ir:r Island., this.

coming lroma man whotn I hartr ut'rrel se\ril, confillllied rlle in believing

that God was bringing several rtrirr.Ll to { colrjr-rtrctir.xr of th.oug}rt and

strapirg events to the end songht" Re it rr:tuembtri-t:,.i here that the

:L-natter had been daiiy submitte<1 tr' llirr :rnd lris guirling spirit asked

for severaL weeks, and to believe lit n,a'l's grriding vras cnly to helieve

tha.t he answered prayei, and rrho that ha'q comnritter.l his way rratc,

Cod but knows hinr to hearr.nd rrply ?

When the skirrnis'[ring La"i;':,"ise'i i;n''i tlte ]irr*s r'l'action

c'learly drawn and the vote again taken on May E, 1397, th,: rvhole

congregation -roted for a new church "a,ith but a very sma11 esception,

u,hich vole rvas made by motion unanimous cxcept ir tte c.,se of

may 1'c. tlrree. Thus by a slow but stearly rnove to a purFose. 'lasting

nearl;'trn months, we were pushetl into the arrera of activitie.s inci-

,lent to hr:ilcliug a new church, acti'rities which can only be q'.tessed

at by those who have uot hatl the burden to bear; hut this being the

fifth one, beside one new parsonage, ofle parsonage and one chrrrch

ol
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repaired, r,vhictr the writer had *'restled with iu nine years, the task

vuas both comprehendetl and dreaded.

On the morning of May ro, negotiations *,ere opene<1 as to loca-

tion and subsequently a lot was purchased of Wm. R. Parks frrt $825

cash, and a deed secured J:;,loe zz, and the builder's contract rlrawn up

Rer'" C. H. Baker, D. D., P. E. Dover District, Pastar
Tangier 1BE8'86. First Statioued Pastor.

and irlr.arrled to Mr. W. B. L. Bonneville, of Snow Hiil, Md., June 25,

tBuT

Priot to this a Building committee was fornred couststing of

W. S. Thomas, I.. H. Crockettof H., A. S. Thorras,-presidert, sec-

retary aud treasurer, respectively, as their nalnes appear, aud W. S.

Spense, F. S. Crockett, P. R.. Dize aud E. E. Corbett, aud. a com-

rnittee or church plan cousistirg of C. P. Swain, E. L.Crockett of T.
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and Ilenry Crockett of John. The pastor submittetl a plan which was

adopted and used.

A. plan must be devised now for securing the funds, the most

difficult part in all the work. To raise fuuds for building a house

that with all its appertenances was to cost not less than $ro'ooo from

a people norle of whom were rich, aud some of whom poot, was ro

mean task. To meet this need was the supreme demand and

.required a supreme effort.

On May 28, or there about, a ruecting was called to consider

that matter ard hear suggestiotrs. A platr that had been worked

,out with prayer was submitted and accepted which has shown

itself tc have been of God. This was to canvass the whole community

and" ask all twelve years and over, horv much they would subscribe

to be paid in weekly installmenis duting trx'o years. Twerty-three men

and women were sent to the various parts of the urork, and at the end

of a week returned with $4,Boo as a basis of action. trn a week more

this amouut was swollen to $5,5oo with the first dol1ar subscribed

by a boy of fourteen, Thomas 'Walters, whose name headed the

trist in the pastor's book, this looked small, but the first had to be had

before the last coultl be secured, ard at this writing lorceably illus-

trates the unreasouableaess of despisiug small begiuuings. the eon-

tract was signed !y Uott Buildiug Committee and W. B. L. Bonne-

vi11e, as both were obligated to do certain thiugs, Juue 25, 1897' On

July z3 a "ground breaking service"was held, the grountls measured

and staketl off, anil the following day, Mr. Gotdou Wannel, of Snow

trIlll, Md., brokethe earthforlayiugthefirst bricks of the foundaticn"

It was decided to pui:chase lumber for the work in Newburn,

North caroliaa, and lor this purpose Mr. Bonneville chartered,
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through the firm of tr. T. Wiiliams & Co., Norfoik. Va., the schooner
Annie Reynolds for the voyage, which after a trip of about five weeks.

dropped anchor oftthe ruouth of Tanaier harbor on Saturday night,
Sept. 26, with 85,ooo feet ol lurntrer on board. On the evening fo1-

lowing, the tapt^in and mate atteurled church on the islanrl when r
lgas sufl:risetl and ,Jelight*i1 to find that the xuate E,..rs none other

Leu.is Crockett, .r,;ho assisted Mrs. Catherine Stergis to
originate the SrrhL,ath Schoot ou l'angier Islani.

tLan one [Ir. Thonrpsrin, forruerly rlf I,cr,r,isviile, now Bethel, Del."
and a brother to Mr. ]ohu 1,. I.trompson to whorn I went to school in
my bolhood days, and fromr whoer I received much counsel that has.
proven of great help to ure in late years, and of whom l asked and re-
ceived financial aid to enter upon work as a book agent lor the Nat-
ional Publishing Co., ot tl.riladelphia, Aug. r877. Thorrgh this ves.
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se1 was at least a mile from the place where the lumbel.'was to l.re

landed yet by wednesday night every piece was r-enloved from ltcr

deck antl hole and brought to land, so {aithfully labored those whost:

hearts:vere in the work. In two days and a half the writer measuretl

7o,ooo {eet of lunrber and made entry oi it'
Astheworkprogressedtheicleaofwhat\\'eneededandourprivi-

lege to liave it dawned upon us. The original idea ol tin roof gave w.ry

to slate and Mr. I1. K. Nesley, of Harrisburg, Pa.,waS Securecl to do tlrc

work aucl furnish the material. It was at first intended to heat vyith

stoves by means of flues, to run 25 teet rrbove the ck:ar of the roof, it

was shown to the people how odclly this worrld {rpl)ea.r zrncl this lrlan

gave way to steanrheat, and on July rrth, Mr. .i.- I]." IIrttrtll}:ries, of tlrc

firur oi Graff & co., Pittsburg, l,a., cnrle a.nr1 ga.vt: rrs his bid q,'hiclt rvtr

accepted and a few days later the contract was scttlr-'<l ;rtttl rt nlttrtlrt't

two Mercerboiler from H. B, smith, Piriladelphi:r, rv:rs l:tn,lctl ort tltr'

yard some time in septe[rber. on the r4.th of Novctnber, tlndel'1.ltt'

direction of Mr. \4/. W. Patten, an expert enSineer, of l)ittslrtrrg, l':r,,

the ground was bfoken for the boiler house, which hacl to go llrout I'i

feet below the surlace in order to get a $o::d bottom and givc roollr

for thecond.ensed steam to return, this provetl to be the well rrtglr irrr-

possible part of ,the programme' with the flat land' high tirlt"r'

bigrainsallcombined;withthelooseyellowsaildthatltrakesttlltltt,
aqueous foundation of the island, the boiling springs th;rt lrt'ilt tl

and blubhered, the soft crust that persisted iu caving [ntl [rllirr.;i irr,

theworkseemedtodefyaccomplishment.whenattlrctlclltlrrll,lt.r'|
the writer and Mr. Bonneville concluded to go to llitl[itnorr' ;Llttl r;'

cureonewhobyexperieuceknewhowtorleltlr'vitlrtlrrr;itlt;rlirrtt'
After long and fruitless search in and out o[ strccl:t"tttl ;tllr'-1r' ott tlr'
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22f,d of November, ItIr. J, A. Barger, was secured, who, with one Mr.
Wert mastered the situation and accomplished what mauy had said
could never be doue, and the writerhad tbejoy of victory and of see-

ing the boiier lowered and set up, fired aud heated, while he q,armed

himself by a ratliator roo feet away. One. more departure from the
original plau was to be ruade, instead of uBiug.coal oil 'fcrr lighting an

acelyleue gas plant carrying thirty-one lights v:ith 744 candle power

was purchased of the Electro Gas llltg., Co.,of Baltimore, and placed

in the buildiag with the best of,satisfacticn with tbe aflorded.

The furniture was obtained through Mr. F. A. clark, or Geneva,
N. Y", of Beal & Daniels,of GlobeFurnishing Co., Northville, Mich.,
and these were set up uuder the superintendency of Mr. c. vandeucen,
Jordan, N. Y. an avowed unbeiiever, but a mau of stroag, straight
forward business qualities, that won the writer's good wishes and a
share in his prayers.

Thus grew the house which rvas to cost $5,ooo to a strrcture ol
gio,ooo with all necessary modern iruprovements. The material for
its building had eome from ninestates as follows: the building mater-
iai from North caroliua and Marylaarl, the Metal ceiling frour phita-
pelphia; the cornerstoae from l\Iass., as the donation of Mr. A. B.
.lIore, of Dover, Del,, the rolting partitions fromNew yotk City, the
artistic windows frou H. T. Gernhardt, Baltimore, Md., the seats
from Michigan, the bell from Ohio, the heating aud slating from
Penusylvania, ard thongh many thousands of miles had to be cov-
ered iu concentratiug all this to the place where it was to be used not
one accideut occured iu the whole time to rife or limb. Duriag the
progress of building, mea from phlladelphia, Suow Hill, Baltimore,
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.salisbury, Md., Pittsburg, Pa., Geneva and Jordan, N. Y., atuong

them Erglish men, Canadiau, Sweed, Russian Poll and Aureticarr

blendedtheir labors and skill, and one from Sampson's fiag ship who

Rev. John D. C. Hanna, who preached the first sermol-in-i""ii"r lr'E. Ch;;ah; reu. r, resg. Text 1 cor' 15: 20'

fought in the naval battle of July 3d 1898' before Santiago De Cuba'

wheu Admiral Cetvera's fleet was chaaged into subn:arine boats' and

\
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yet not a quarrel flor hard word passed between any of them, so far
as is known to the writer.

The end of al1 things earthly must needs come and r,vhile this is
true of the pleasures and associations.it is also true of life's tasks and
respon-sibilities, the end of this arduous unrlertaking was reachecl at
last and the building begun July 23, tggl. had the last nair driven in,
antl about it Feb. 4th 1899. February 5th, the da5, sq1 apart for open_
ilg the nen' building, dawued rvith as grooiny a sky as ever ccvered,
thr: heads of rnen, raiu in torrents clriven by gusts of winri irom the
northeast rnarle the temperature esperial15, unpleasant and taxerl the
spirits of the rn*ilt sanguine, Rev. J. D. C. Hanna, D. D., pastor of.
Uuion hrl. E. Church, Wilmington, Del., was with us ancl preached
'.irt first g,spel s.rmrn that ever rarg in the walls oi- tbe new huird-
iog. His text, ; C,;1" r5:zo, his subject the resurrectiou, r,vhich he
hancllecl in a .n'av q,hlch tock from the grave its gloom ancl marJe the
rian.n of cteruirl arlrl cloutlless day, sweetened witli the reunior of
troved ones appear. At night, Bro. Ifanna took for his text Lev.6;
r3 arrd gave a sermorl not onry anout fire b,t which was wARr( \vrTH
'trr:E rrrRE oF TriE HoLl, GHosT. During this sermor an an:usirg
inciderit occured. The house'r^,as lighterl with aletylene gas ancl the
ca::hide supply being low it thiled when Bro. Itr. u,as in the most in-
teresting'part of his sermoni anrl the people fearing an ex-
nlosi')'r .rshed o*t in great haste, save a few wh. learrcssly

lirgerbtl behind. The sexton reduced the number of jets antl those
rernaining opefi gave a fine light for an orderly retreat from the

chulch.

Drrring this day, dark and cloudly though it was, a1! the mone5r.
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,asked was secu.red in the face of the hardest 'winter in many respects

for iorty-three years. We eudeavored. to follow this Sabbath's seivice

with revival services, but, though Dr. T. E" Martindale, Presiding

Elder Salisbury Dist. , and Rev. J. P. Otis, A. NL, pastor M. E. Church,

Crisfield, Md., came to us and faithfully preaehed the word of life,

no visible results were seefl in the salvation of souls. One reason

being the very inclement weather, bortleriug on zero each day, which

kept the people in their homes.

Thus ends the "I,s6di6gs of the Spirit" in having cornpleteC the

church so long the object ol our life, the rrnpossible to some, the much

desired object of others. May many souls be born to God in it and

hail us about the great white throne and unto Goil the Father, the

Son and lloly Ghost shall be gtory forever, Amen !

)
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CHAPTER VI.

Heroes of The Citcuit Days.
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sayings, aud when we remember that, owlng to the diftculties in the

way of reachiug,this point, these preachefs came only during the

warrner parts of the year, aud yet that they so completely captured

the affections of the people with whom they toiletl that though the

sweep of years has carried mauy othe.r things before it into the land

Severr W. Crockett, Exhortor for Tangier M' B' Chrrrch'
Dietl JuIy ro, 1893.

of forgetfulness their memories remain gfeen, we can l[tt lal.r llrr'.

asaproofpossitiveofthesterlingworthofthoseMetlrtxlir;ll;rllr'r'
Theotherrecord whichhas beenpreserved of thcst'lt''t"e:"rl "llr r

days is kept on high. This thought which cotttfixlt''l llt' 'rtr' r"'t

saint of Goit Job 16 : 19, may give us all a dertl of t'll.r't ' lltrrl I lr"rrt Ir

theyearsshallmakeitimpossiblefortlrelrtltrt:rrtlt;rrt.llr,rrrrl',,1,'r,.

',Lives of good men all remird us' We mty make our lives sublime,
And, in dying leave behind us,

Foot prints on the sands of Tirue.,,
As it has been stated this island was a part of a rarge circuit lronr;

the time of the introduction of Methodismby theconversion of Joshua,
Thomas till the establishment oI a stationed pastorate in the spring
oi tgss.

It is of this tong and eventful period of circuit preaching we.
would now pen a few brief sketches.

Owing to the lack of authentic records of those days, and haviug,.
to depend upon tradition and the memory of men r shall uot be ab1e.

to state m,ch of the inilividual labors of the splendid mdn who laid so,

firmtry and surely and with such a biding loyalty to her doctriues, the
institutions of the Methodist Dpiscopal church on this island. r
sha1l ,ot even attempt to name these ministers in the order in which
they served nor to relate incidents in the order in which they took
place prior to r87o.

There are two records on which these servants of God have their
uarr.es vividly and indelibly iuscribeil" The first x. would mention are.

the hearts of those who remember them,,. their sernons, songs and^
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'deeds, that those who rive and die in the service of Gocr shair be held
in everlasting remembrance.

r can but mention the names of many of these godry men a'd sharl
in addition to this have as many of their individual l,ictures inserted
as I may be able to secure.

Mention has aiready been made of Revs. Seyrnore ard Lee who
ca,re about 1808 and preached under a canvas tent, out of r,vhose

labors grew the one-time fanrous Tangier Camp Meeting.
I have hearcl the mention of Spry, Titlow, Father Taylor, Charles

Itri11, James Massey, Elliott of Raltimore, knowrr as .the guano man,,
as his business was in the guauo trade, Rink from philaclelphia, James
tsrindle, who walked so closely with God that he is still spoken of as

"ttre hoii'ess preacher.,, Andrew }fanship, Andrelr,, Chaplain to
r''rhose instrumentality r haive heard one say he orved his conversion-
Maddox whose name is to be seen on the leaf of a Bible which he
put into one of our homes, Vaughan Srnith, whose name brings a

smile to the countenance of tliose who remember him as the great
cirampion oi frerdom who could fight his way through an armed mob
with his bare fists.

Father Hersey, whose labors I have formerly spoken, but whose
face and eventhe color ofwhose hair are carried in the ruinds ofthose
who saw and heard him, There is an old lady living here who is
nearly or quite ninety years of :rge, ,,Aunt Betsy Dize,, who speaks
in ioviug tones of one Elder White through whose labors she was
brought to christ when but a child. This good man has been safely
house<i for many years, but through the conversion of this chircl a
large family of boys and girls save two have been saved to God
and iv{ethcdism,. ,,Their works do follow them.,,
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Since the days of the War we hear of T. L. Thompkinsor, L. p.

"Causey, James Carroll, who is spoken of as the man who sang so

softiy and sweetly the beautifill song, ,.Then Scatter Seeds of Kind-
ness. " How easily the older men and women are made to weep as

.that soug. is sung remindimg them ofother days and friends.

Then tollow Talbot, E"ieharcl C. Jones, L. E. Barrett, now D. D.,

'Rev. W. J. DuHadway and I. G. Fosnocht, whose names are the
synonims of good preachirg.

The rnost of these men have gone home to reap their reward,
'others are still amorg us sprightly as when they proclaimed. the word
of God on Onancock Circuit, trut they are still on the road that leads

to God, in the path the fathers trod. With thpse who yet remain we

are journeyinganil to thosegouebeforewe hasteutill ,,we shallreach
uthat sunny ,laud some sweet day bye.aad trye- "
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CIIAPTER VII.

The Settled Pastorate.

"Qther rnen labored amd ye are eutered iuto their laborers. " Iur

the event of time tbe work gre:w to such proportions that more than a

casual visit from a pastor oa the :nain land was necessaty antl the*

leaders o,f the cau,se of God wisel5r concluded to have a preacher who

should l,i\rtr arnoag theua anil whose pay should be ample euough to
render him a support- Xo the Spring of 1883, John A. B. Wilson,.

D. D., then Presiding &I,r1er Salistrury District, now of San Fran-

cisco, California, secured the appoiatment of the Rev. C. S.

Baker. now Dr. Baker, aurl Presiding Eltler of Dover District,.

to this charge- Dlarirag Xris three years pastorate, tire full term

theu, the work wouderf,olly ge* l}[he Suntlay Schools w€r€ orgon:

ized into Missiouary Soci,eties ia which capacity they have continued

till this' day. They were aJsoestablished on the mostsystematic plan"

of teaching and dqrortrmemt,of any I have ever seen.

T.he rnembership was g-reatly i:rcreased aqd all the benevolent en-

terprises were so stirnulated that,they have been going with increase&

m,lurentu r ever sir*ce.

So long as the Etethoqlist Chruch sha1l remaiu here Bro. Baker's

rame will be held in gratef,ril reolerabtance.

In r886n following tsEo- Eaks's removal to Delmar, Del., the Revs.
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W. K. Galoway, one of Go<l's uoble nren, an'J Scott, a local preachel

served the charge for about six moaths and $'on a place in the hearts

of the people, at the end of their stay here Rev. Dr' S' J' Morris, a

trausfer fuom the Cblrch south acce?ted the place and for eighteen

Rev. James. Carroll, pastor of Tangier Islancl {rom 1870-71'

montlrs,delightedauilhelpedthepeoplewithhisbrightanllableser-
mons from God's Ho15z Book. Druiug his time a parsonage was put'

chased ot Capt. H' L. Crockett, Onancock' and a plan laid to pay for

the sanre.

In the Spring of 1888, Rev' G' L' Hardesty' was seflt by the Wil-

mington Conference, and the goodlylist ofnamesrecorded on the var-

ious records of the church by his pen tell how well he served the

church in her every departinent' His cheerful manfler and his able
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preaching got deep hord upon many and he rnay welr feel that as
strongly as others may be indeared to hirn there are those here as trueas the truest of his many admirers.

fn March, rg89, Rev. James Conner foliowed the Rev. I\Ir. Har_
desty and remained B years, the results of which ful1 term was a flew
chapel upthe island for Sunday School purposesr a great ingathering

Rev. T. E. Martindale, D. D., P. E. Salisbury District,Wilmington Conference.

ofsouls 
"od "o 

enlargementofthechurch at the cost of$r,ooo. Two
of his daughters are happily married here who with their kind and
Christian husbands help to make a success in all church work.

In March, r89z, the Confetence sent Rev. Z. H. Webster, lvho is
krron'tr as a man of extraordinarily chaste habits and great organizing
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al:ility as well as being a good preacher. under.his admirristration of
two years tLe slack places in the organization of the Church were
tightened and n:.ade secure. The Epworth and. Junior fe:Lgues were
organized and the olrl debt on the parsonage was paid off. The r.ecords
of the church neatly kept, and mary $,ere won for the cause of Christ.
Rev. W. R. Gwinn, foiiowed Bro. Webster in rBg4and served ore year
"to the great pleasure of the congregation, his going from thenr at the
end of a year was a matter ol regret and the man appointed to fiIl
the vacany, C. p. Swain, wliile hindly received rvas regarded vitli
suspended, judgment l.,y many for some time. Durir:g this last
named incumbents m'inistry, the parsoringe wzis repaired ancl rei,ocl-
eled in the interior, the new church be;r** antl corrpletecl, the s,.rn<1ay
School graded, a Larv anctr Orcler l,eague nrgatize,:i and a irolice force,
employed as some of ttrr: sl.eri:,r ,f proljrlrrjs iakc, by this splendid
people' His pastorate uriicii irl riolv corr.pleting trre fiftir year has
been blessed of Goil witj: a gi-ea.t revival sr_, i-hat tllir rrembership
whiph contained 283 at his r:i,.rr:.iri;_:., :ro:a, nlrrrri,;:r.s 4ij5, i,ver ail loss by
death, etc.

The church property has grown in value from $z,ooo to gro,oor;
and parsonage value from $r,ooo to $t,5oo. The insurance car-
ried at his entrance upori the work was $r,ooo it is novr. $7,:ocr.

"Norv unto him v'ho has loved us anrl has given himseif rbr. ,.s
be glory and honor and po"wer ancl dominion, ages on ages, u,orlri uittrr_
outend." ,'^-at 

','
NotO.-There are ilrany ex-pastors whose ptrrotos rve tljecl to

obtain but failed.
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CIIAPTBR VIII,
Piety -fested.

"By their fruits ye shall know them. ,, T.hus did Jesus give the
world a guide, an index to the real condition of the heart.

If this is to be the rule by which we trli the individual, theu it
must be the rule for a community, a combination of iudividuals.

' The lruit we look for in the man or worran who professes to be a
follower of christ is the spirit of christ; for it a ,,ar has not the
spirit of christ he is noue of his. 'we want this spirit to ,rauifest
itself in the unseLish devotion of all trrat the individual controls for

'the uplilting of others to the glory o[ Jesus Christthe Lord. By this
'rule we will test the geuui,eness of the piety of the peopre calle<l
Methodists on Tangier Island.

In r84o, while encamped ou the beach a missionary meeting was
held by the preacher in chaqge, which was the first time that the cause
of loreign missions was presented to the people; at this meeting Rev,

Joshua Thomas made an address in behalf of the heathen across the
sea, (for the spirit of Jesus in the heart makes all men brothers) the
first address of the kind ever made by a native of this place on that
all important subject. At this meeting a small coutribution was
gathered for the missions of the church, but how much reems to be
nowhere recorded.

But the seed was sown, the bread was cast upon the waters, the

tide had begun to tise, which was to sproat and grow into a rnighty

'fruit bearing ttee ; which was to be Satkered in great quaniities iu

rcoming decades; rvhich was to rise' tilllike a mighty ocean' it spteail

from shore to shore.

A. B. Leonaral, D' D', Corresponding Secretary'of Mis-'- ;il;t Soti.tvltr' E' ch;rch' who- preached the
dedicatory t"i"'o" of Taagier trf' E' Church

JanuarY 4th, 1899'

What the heroic souls who labored lrorn that tirne till the days of

the settled pastorate in 1883 did' for this eause is known only to Gotl

as there is no human tecord extant; butfroar 1883 till thepresent the

work has been carefully noted anil may he eorrectly stated' No sinis-

ter mintletl critic need' say that it is a Pbarisaical spirit ttr*at prompts



tsRrE!. IIrS?OR\r or" TANGTER TSLAND, i6
this tabulation. For as St. paul desired to stjmulate others by thezeal alo,g this line of the chureh at Corinth, so these figures afe notcciir
here to promote in others a broader urinaecr libtrality for the sarva-
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ment, by giving for himself and family, $r3. For all other benevo-

lences in the same sixteen years the gifts have been accordrng to

the love o1 God in the heart and not regulated by the amount of
worldly possessions.

For Church Extension
For Sunday Schoot U";;'. : :... : :. :.. .... :. ..... : ..'....... ...
For Tract Society
For Freedman's Aid and Southern Education..........
For Other.Educational Purposes.
For Bible Distribution
For-Woman's Work in Mission Fields and for Hospi
For zr11 other purposes including the Widows and
Orphans of Armenia and the C<.lnfere.nce C.aimants..

Or a total of.........

'$+rs
' . ...79

fizsz3

Including missions we havc a grand total for the salvation of
the worItl of $7t46. This is not a shor,virg prcrlucecl by the crack of
the lash or of any systetn of bossisnr, but a vinhication of the loyalty to

the true spirit of Christ by this truly Christianizetl people.

One incident wili stand as an illustration. A man who is not

at this trme a resident of the island, and who has always done his fuil
share in every good work has made it a point during the years of the

writer's pastorate to put in his hands $5 each year to be given to any

worthy case tha.t ruight corne under his observation. The only eon-

dition heing that it should rrot be used at home as he was willing to

do his part aside from that and that he '"r,as never to be informerl to

whorn it went.

One good thing I know this gift has accomplished, it brought us.

to our knees asking for guidance in wisel_v tlischarging this stevvard-

ship. Thus may be tested the fruit bearing of the.Christians and

friends of Christiarrity on Tangier Island, only in part" Gorl has the.

.......342

.'...'.r53
tals.. .3 r

.....rr38

F.ev. Z.Il. fuebst"cr.

tion of ruer-

p;.rstor of 'ltangier Island trom 1g92-g4.

In r88B the church gave $zr and the Sunday School $go for rnis_sions, the higbest figure in a.Ey one year since,;"" rr";;;;";.;
$rz7 and'by the sunday school $478- The totar amouut contributedby the ehurch ror missions siuce r8g3 is g1076 and by the Sunday
School is SgS+2, added to this might be g8B *hi...h *as ."r, ;;;;,
to- the rel.ief of the famine sufferers oI Intlia" In this Mr. Harry Snowof the firm of Suorn,, Kuox & Co., cf Baltimore, gave great encourage-
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tull score and when the last roll is called there u-ill be a gathering of
datta infinitely more glorious than can be described by cold and life-
,[ess figures.

As the years increase may the zeal of his peopie not diminish,
but be augmented by the flight of time till on the right han<l siile of
the judgmeut seat of Christ many may hear it said ,,hasmuch as ye
did it unto one of the least of these my brethren ye did it unto me.,'
.Amerr.

BRIEP I{ISTORY OF TANGIER ISI'AND'

CHAPTER IX,

Thc Rise and Crrowth of the Sun&y School'

"Who hath despised the day of small thiugs ?-" Away back in

.he 50,s there came to live on Tangier, orre of God's elect lailies u.ho

59

i.l

Rev. s. M. Mor*aa,vho;'A"ff*:H.Ttd;l1T atthe dedi-

was to exert a potent influence on the destiny and ptogress of Chris-

tianity. This lady was l\{rs' Catherine Stergis' mother ot the Rev'
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Joseph Stergis, of the Virginia Conlerence of the I!f. E. Church, South.At her coffing she found the children prowling about the sho e.q and
creeks on the Sabbath, and iike Robert Raikes, she began to cast
about for a remedy, accordingly in the years betu,een rg56 and ,66,
(there seerns to be nc' correct statement of exact date) she, assisted by
Capt. I,ewis Crockett arrd others, amonfI whom were Richard Corbett.
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i[,. H. Thotuas and John C. Crockett, a Sabbath School was organized

'with a rnere handlul of men, womefl anil children in atteldance.

'These studied the word ol God, ard even the common speller and

many !!'ere taught to read ia this weekly gathering for instruction.

I havc heard onewho labored in the early days of this institution say

that it was almost impossible to secure teachers aild that the Superin-

;tendent had it all to do. That has oot been long ago, only 39 years at

'most, yet how changed are these conilitions now and how this small

beginning developecl into might proportiotls. The Sabbath Schools

.of the island uow number 58o, with au average attendarce of 5oo.

This includes a branch school kuown as the Joshua Thomas' School.

lfhere is a primary department of 186 and a Bible class of r4o, and an

intermediate gratle of r74. The schools tried to show some degree of

appreciation of the labors of these heroic souls by putting in two

beautiful ruemorial windows, designeti and futnished by H. T. Gern-

hardt,4o9 E. Fayette St., Baltimore, Md., to the memoryol Cathe-
-riue Stergis and Lewis Crockett.

The ashes of this Christian womarl are sleeping in our well filled

'grave yard with Prov. 33:3r for an epataph, "Give ber ot the fruit ol

het hands; and let her own works praise her in th: gates.

The forcefulness of these words came to us a short time ago when

,one arose in au experience meeting and pointing to the name of Cath-

erine Stergis on the window referred to sai<l, "I remember when that

wo!.nafl took me, a mere child of a few years, and leil me to the Sabbath

School to be taught the word of life. "
Then we'I1 plaut the seeds of Christiau deeds

Where e'6r our feet may roam,
And ever know that theyshall. grow

When we are gathered home.
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The lisht is shining brighter,
And t[e skies are getting clear ;

The burders are the greater
Which the Lor<l calls us to bear ;'

But the Lord, the Ever-Present,
()ives to us his grace to share,
As we go marching on'

Cnonus.

Yes, toiling on in Patience,
Ever strengthened bY his grace'
In our broader fields ol conquest
We will fill the lather'r Place,
Until, our dutY endecl,
We. shall stand before his face
We;ll still keeP marching on'

Cnonus.

We cast our eyes before us,
To the hosts of shing ones,
Where bv faith we see the fathers
Looking-down upon their sons'
We catch the strain of music
Which thev chant about the throne
As we go frarching on.

Cnonus.

Yes, by and bY we'll hail them,
As we-oass the shining gates'
wh"r"ih" spirits of the ransomed
For their 

"outirg 
loved ones wait ;'

Where we, with them, if faithlul,
Soon s,hall fall at Jesus' feet ;

Then we'll keeP rirarching on'

Cnonus.

3or tbe Npening Servtce of tbe Tletn
(lD" E. Ofiurclr,'Cangier, l0a.

BY REV. C. P. SWAIN

Our eyes are looking backward
To the days of long ago,
\\rhen our fathers, long' translated,
Came the word of God to know;
And in their life and conduct
Did the Saviour's image show,
As they went marching on.

Cnonus.

The truths they taught are no less glorious
The church they loved is still victorious,
The God they served is reigning o'er us,
As we go marching on.

We're thankful for the Iathers,
And their faith so long ago ;
We praise the God above us,
Whose truth they come to know,
They left to us examples,
Which the paths of virtue show
As we go marching on.

Cnonus.
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14. T. GERNHfrRDT,
lDos. 409 snD 4l t Esst 3atette Street,

BALTIMORE, MD.

Designs for Memodal and othet Windows Furnished'

p,tt"t ;9 Ju-9ullal flu9.1i^, G1,"''

The firm that Furnished the beautiful memorial windotvs for
M. E. Church, Tangier, Va.


